Meeting Minutes

Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition
January 8, 2009

6 to 8 pm at Barn Beach Reserve, Leavenworth

Participants: Bobbi Hotchkiss, Pat Kaasa, Bill Horner, Steve Walter, Maurice Briggs, Joe Weeks, Ross Frank, Keith Goehner, Jay Kehne.

Facilitation: Christine Jakobsen

Notes by: Steve Walter

Bobbi Hotchkiss moved to approve the minutes of the November 3rd, coalition meeting, Seconded by Bill Horner.  Approved.
Maurice Briggs moved to approve the minutes of the November 11th, coalition meeting, Seconded by Bill Horner.  Approved.

Bobbi Hotchkiss moved to approve the minutes of the December 11th, coalition meeting, Seconded by Maurice Briggs.  Approved.

Chair Report:

· Ross Frank presented a letter and check for $10,000 from the Icicle Fund.  The check will be sent to Jay at the RC&D to be deposited into the account for the CWSC.  The grant includes an additional $10,000 in matching funds.
· Not much change with regard to the Forest Service.  They are in the process of developing the proposed action and the next step will be the “scoping” phase.

· Ross also spoke with Keith Goehner with regard to the Title II funds for $3,000.  With the budget constraints that the County is facing the CWSC will most likely not get this funding.
· There will be a teleconference sponsored by the NFF on “Woody Biomass Utilization” on Wednesday January 14th from 11:00 am to 12:30 pm at the Leavenworth Fire Station.
· End report

Forest Service

The FS is to bring its Proposed Action to a general public meeting (Scoping meeting) around the end of January. Coalition members will receive e-mail invitation through our e-mail list.
Bobbi suggested that we have “welcome packages” available at the scoping meeting for members of the general public who now engage in the planning process for the Chumstick Wildfire Hazardous Fuels project. 
Coalition Exercise


Review draft list of action items from Steering Committee meeting on January 6th. 


Outreach, items A-E



Action, items F-I
Reviewed “Operating Goals” to see that we are meeting & addressing the current goals.  Or explore the need to add new action items.
Joe Weeks talked about the refining of the CWPP to meet community needs and the focus of the new USG administration to initiate projects.

Item J was added to draft list of action items “To assist in developing neighborhood groups.

Big sheets of paper with Action Items A-J were hung around the room.  In pairs and for each Action Item, the participants brainstormed, wrote on sticky notes, and posted on big sheet tasks that needs to be done to complete the Action Item.
Christine will type up notes and send to participants for review before they are sent to full Coalition for review and addition of task items.  At the next meeting, we will review and prioritize action items.

Joe felt that larger projects are going to have a better chance to get funding than individual projects.

Joe also talked about the National Fire Plan Grants.  

There could be $1500 per acre for shaded fuel breaks.  

Within 1.5 miles of FS project

Funding for 2010 (in the next 18 months)

Not all landowners needed to be aboard at the time of application and/or implementation of project funded through NFP
Fire Insurance Company appraisal for coverage of how fire safe a  property is, could be leverage/incentive for landowner implementing firewise work on their properties.
Deadline is February 4th
Ross will email FC & SC about meeting times.

Meeting adjourned

