Final Minutes March 12, 2009

Chumstick Wildfire Stewardship Coalition Meeting

Barn Beach Reserve, Leavenworth

Attending:

Sarah Rudback,  Steve Raymond, Bobbi Hotchkiss, Jay Kehne, Betsy Steele, Dave Faulkenberry, Dick Jones, George Rainha, Ulica Werler, Keith Goehner, Mick Mueller
Coalition Director: Christine Jakobsen
Notes by: Jay Kehne
Agenda Item 1

Welcome and introductions, calling meeting to order

Agenda Item 2
Review of agenda by Christine

Agenda Item 3
Approval of Minutes from the February 12th meeting.  Motion made by Steve to accept the Minutes as written. Seconded by Dave.
Agenda Item 4. Chair and Finance Committee report

Chair Report by Bobbi Hotchkiss, in Ross Franks absence.  

Reported on the good turnout (30-35 people) at the USFS scoping meeting.  Many new 
Folks attended and lots of letters from CWSC came in as well.  The steering committee 

met and developed a new charter, approved a new contract with Christine for 10 months 

½ time as Coalition Director, and refined the project list.  Leaders for each committee and 

Project still needed and more people recruited.

Jay gave the Finance Committee Report:
· NFF final report will go in by end of March which uses up the last of the 15K grant.

· If invited by NFF (likely) CWSC will apply for a continuation capacity grant for another 15K, or if unsuccessful, a 10K innovation grant in August.

· Jay and Denise will get out some talking points to Bobbi and Ross for the phone to Wilburforce seeking an invitation to apply for their grants.

· The phone call should occur asap even as early as the week of March 16th.

· Jay and Denise still will attempt to put together a 10K grant for RCD assistance to the CWSC through an NRCS grant.  Still unclear on the application process.

· The National fire Plan grant (200K) through DNR still applied for still don’t know. Mick reported that inkind sweat equity of landowners and other funders such as EQIP could be used as match for the national fire plan grants.

· New USFS RAC Title II grant (20-50K) will be looked at by Ross/Christine, working with USFS folks. 

Agenda item 5. Update on Forest Service Chumstick Hazardous Fuels Reduction Project

Mick gave the Public Scoping Meeting Report:
Received 16 scoping letters all very well written and supportive but highlighting

Some issues including ingress egress, big trees, additional treatment areas, erosion, private property access and others.

A nominal amount of acres can be added but not significant amounts without 

Further public process, requiring the FS to put out a new letter and Proposed Action because of a significant change of the action.
The schedule for consultation review by the Forest Supervisor is still on track 

For 4/15/09, the preferred alternative selection by 5/15/09, 30 day objection period 6/15/09, 30 day resolution period, and Decision on Notice issued 7/15/09.

USFS is looking to get “temporary” access (easement) permission from the 

       Regional Forester to make it work. This is about a temporary way to access 

       Public lands through private lands to get treatment on the public lands.

Slash created will firs be directed towards any biomass utilization available 

Before slash & burn used.

If helicopter logging is not economically feasible, the strategy would be to treat the unit with a 150-200’ fuelbreak or with noncommercial thinning.
Significant alternatives to the proposed action are allowed under HFRA through

the Forest Supervisor

Email comments still considered from the coalition

Discussion occurred on planning and implementation on private lands bordering

USFS treatment areas.

Updated map will be out at the next meeting with a report.

Agenda Item 6. Vote on amended Charter
Christine explained the changes to the CWSC Charter as:  Coalition Director vs 
Facilitator, Chair role and time diminishes, Director working more with the projects and

Committees and coordinating, Maintains steering committee, July elections.  Motion to 

Approve the new Charter by Dave, seconded by Steve, passed unanimously.

Agenda Item 7. Break
Was a grand selection of chocolates and cookies enjoyed by all!

Agenda Item 8. Coalition projects (objectives & strategy)
Christine reported that (5) Projects were selected to focus on as top priority.  She 

reviewed the objectives for each project as prepared by the steering committee at

the Feb 24, 2009 meeting.  Additions by the coalition :

Mass Mailing need an event, a drawing item, a shock effect, identify obstacles, 

Inhibiting and motivating factors identified before mass mailing. Sarah noted that the 

Chumstick is a 303d listed watershed for fecal coliform and may be worth following up

On this which could bring in the CD resources.  Ellinor Culling will be called by Bobbi to 

See if any funds left over in the “old Chumstick Coalition”. The consensus of the group is 

To stay focused on the fuel reduction but take into account other watershed resources.  

Sarah offered to help with he mailing list and Keith suggested County natural recourses

Might be able to help as well.  Signed up to help:  Bobbi, Sarah, RCD Pat, Dick
Self Guided Tour  should be figured out and included in the mass mailing, show many 

Types of forest management. Signed up to help:  Bobbi, Pat, Dick, RCD
Field Day April 11th or May 2nd more likely, proposed dates, Signed up to help: WSU 
Extension, Andy P, Pat, RCD, Bobbi

Biomass Utilization  needs to be narrowed to coalition abilities, get quantity  
numbers   from UFSF based on proposed action, firewood products:  Signed up to help:

Dick, Steve R, George, Rainah, John Malone, Betsy.

Projects on Private Lands priority lis from USFS so we know where private land efforts

should occur 1st.  Signed up to help:  Steve R, Betsy, Bobbi, RCD
Agenda Item 9. Next CWSC events

Steering Committee mtng Leavenworth Fire hall March 24
Next full meeting is April 9th at Barn Beach. 
April 30th training at Barn Beach on fire wise.
Agenda Item 10. Announcements

Christine will be doing some obstacle evaluations through focus groups with landowners to inform projects.

Sarah offered outreach materials at low to no cost through the FireWise website.  She can also train CWSC participants on risk assessment. 

A free 2-day DNR workshop in Chelan in April.  Sarah offered to train CWSC folks on risk assessment.  

Meeting adjourned at 8:20
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